STREAMER LAUNCHING SYSTEM 

FIELD 

[01] The presen'b lnven1:ion relates to en'ber'baizunen'b 
steeamers which are launched inte "the air t,o form colorful 
displays at parties, sporting events and festive occasions. 

BACKGROXJND 

[02] It has long been known to launch streamers Into the 
air to simulate colorful comets flying through the air. 
However, previous streamers have presented a difficult 
cleaning problem, and most sporting events prohibit streamers 
from landing on the playing field or even on the sidelines . 

SUMMARY 

[03] The present Invention solves these problems with a 
system which secures the loose end of the streamer to the 
user' s hand thereby preventing the streamer £Tom flying In an 
uncontrolled manner and thus provides easy and rapid clean-up. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[04] FIG. 1 Is a perspective view of a streamer attached 
to a user's hand; 

[05] FIG. 2 Is a side cross-sectional view of the 
streamer attached to a launch strip; 


[06] FIG. 3 ±s a top plan view of tiie streamer and launch 
strip secured together by a rubber band; 

[07] FIG. 4 is a top plan view showing multiple streamers 
attached to one launch strip; 

[08] FIG. 5 is a top plan view showing multiple rows of 
streamers with multiple streamers in each row; and 

[09] FIG. 6 is a top plan view of an alternative 
embodiment of the launch strip. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[10] Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 2, the loose end 12 
of a rolled streamer 10 is shown connected to a launch strip 
14. The loose end 12 is preferably connected to the launch 
strip by an adhesive or adhesive tape, although other 
conventional means are possible. As shown in FIG. 2, the right 
hand end of the launch strip 14 is secured to a ring or 
flexible band 16 which is of a size such as to receive a 
finger of the user. Preferably, the launch strip includes a 
reinforcing element 14' such as for example a grommet or 
reinforcing tape. The launch strip may be composed of various 
flexible materials such as paper, tissue paper or plastic 
film. The paper or tissue paper may be provided in multiple 
layers to provide the necessary strength, or a single layer of 
plastic film such as Mylar may be used. 

2 


[11] It will be understood that FIG. 2 Illustrates 
streamer 10 as separated from ring 16 for purposes of clarity 
of the individual components, whereas PIG. 1 illustrates the 
streamer and the launch strip rolled together as they are when 
held in the hand of a user. While a number of means are 
possible to keep the streamer and launch strip rolled together 
prior to use, the preferred means is a small rubber band 18 as 
shown most clearly in FIG. 3 which surrounds the streamer and 
the launch strip. 

[12] In use, the user inserts one finger through ring 16 
and then removes rubber band 18. In this manner, the end of 
the launch strip is secured to the user's hand and the 
streauaer is secured only by the user's hand enclosing it. The 
user then waves his arm and hand in a backhand or under-hand 
throwing motion and the streamer flies out of the user's hand. 
The streamer unrolls in the air and presents a colorful image 
flying through the air like a comet. With the streamer still 
connected to the user' s hand, it is very easy to pull the 
streamer back to the user in order to remove it and clean the 
area. In addition, more than one streamer may be connected to 
launch strip 14 as shown in FIG. 4 where the loose ends 12 of 
four streamers are shown connected to the launch strip 14 . It 
has been found that for creating the visual display of 


multiple comets flying in the air the preferred number of 
streamers is in the order of 4 to 12 . 

[13] It will be understood that the multiple layers of 
the wound streamer may be slippery, and particularly when they 
are composed of metallized plastic film. As a result, it has 
been discovered that there may be a tendency for the inner 
layers of the streamer to fall out of the rolled streamer when 
the rubber band 18 is removed, or later then the streamer is 
about to be launched. 

[14] This problem has been solved by providing a side 
wrapper 20 as illustrated in FIG. 6. Wrapper 20 is preferably 
secured to the underneath side of launch strip 14 by an 
adhesive and the ends of the wrapper form tabs or wings 20' . 
Alternatively, the launch strip may be cutout with similar 
wings as to be an integral, one-piece construction. In either 
case, wrapper 20 may be composed of paper, tissue paper or 
plastic film. 

[15] In assembly, wrapper 20 is secured to the launch 
strip and the loose ends of the streamers are secured to the 
launch strip as previously described. Wings 20' are then 
folded upwardly and over the streamers as shown by arrow A. 
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The size of -the wrapper Is preferably such as t:o overlap when 
folded Inwardly over "the s^treamers. The bo'b'bom port:lon B of 
the launch strip is then folded upwardly and over the wings as 
shown by arrow C. This forms a secure wrapping around the 
streamers forming a bundle. Then portion D of the launch strip 
is wrapped around the wrapped bundle. In use, it will be 
understood that wings 20' and portion D of the launch strip 
burst open by virtue of the xoass of the streamers and the 
centrifugal generated by the arm of the user such that the 
streamers are released to fly upwardly in the air. 

[16] In the foregoing description it has been assumed 
that the streamers are of substantial length, such as in the 
order of 3 to 15 feet for exainple, and that the desired visual 
effect is that of several colorful comets streaking through 
the air. In addition, however, the present invention may be 
used as a pom-pom. 

[17] As shown in FIG. 4, launch strip 14 may have a 
plurality of rows of streamers 10 connected to it. These may 
be long for creating the comet effect, or for use as a pom- 
pom, the length of the streamers should be shorter, such as in 
the order of 6 inches to 3 feet, and preferably in the order 
of 1/2 to 2 feet, and most preferably 8 to 16 inches. 
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Therefore, in addx'txon to creating the effect of a comet, the 
present invention may, alternatively, create the effect of a 
pom-pom as the hand is waved back and forth, or waved in 
circles, etc. as the multiple streamers dance and wave in the 
air like a pom-pom. 

[18] From the foregoing description it will be noted that 
the hand of the user attached to the launch strip is entirely 
free to clap or perform any other motion with that hand, 
unlike prior pom-poms which recjuired the hand to grasp the 
handle. 

[19] With respect to preferred sizes and dimensions, the 
width of launch strip 14 is preferably in the order of 1 - 5 
inches, and for most hands it is preferred to be in the order 
of 1 - 3 inches. The preferred width of the streamers is in 
the order of H to iH inches, and most preferably in the order 

of 3/8 to H inches. With respect to the preferred number of 

streamers per row for launching streamers as comets, the 
preferred number is 2 - 6 , and with preferably 2 to 3 rows . 

[20] From the foregoing description of several preferred 
embodiments it will be apparent that the present invention 
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provides a s-breamer launching syst^em which prevents an area 
from being cluttered, and which provides easy clean up while 
still providing the colorful visual effect of comet-like 
streamers In the air or dancing pom-poms . 

[21] From the foregoing description It will also be 
apparent that many modifications and variations of the 
Invention will become apparent to those skilled In the art. 
Accordingly, It Is to be understood that the foregoing 
description of one preferred embodiment Is Intended to be 
Illustrative rather than exhaustive of the principles of the 
Invention, and that the scope of the Invention Is not Intended 
to be limited other than as set forth In the following claims 
Interpreted under the doctrine of equivalents. 
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